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Venable, located at Slate Hill, Prince Edward County. Venable, a
planter by occupation, served as the local magistrate and from
this building administered the King s justice and later the laws of
the young Republic. A primary force in establishing hampden-
sydney, he personally sustained it with his financial support
through the hard years of the Revolution. By at least one of his
contemporaries he was described as the real founder of
hampden-sydney. Mr. Venable s grandson, Major Richard M.
Venable, class of 1857 and prominent Baltimore attorney, pur
chased and donated to the College in 1898 the south portion of
the campus, which until then belonged to Union Theological
Seminary. Preparing students for careers in law at Hampden
Sydney is as old as the College itself. Of the eight graduates in
the six-year period ending in 1783 for whom there are records,
three pursued law careers. One of these, William Branch Giles,
was governor of the Commonwealth 1827-30. Of the students
taking degrees from hampden-sydney between its founding and
1940, 539 became attorneys....
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