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prevailing opinion among Western scholars, the rise of evidential research (kaozheng xue) in late imperial
China did not necessarily mean the decline of Chinese cosmology. Smith s study reveals a far more nuanced
intellectual outlook on the part of even the most dedicated kaozheng scholars, as well as the remarkable
persistence of Chinese correlative thinking to this very day. Finally, by exploring the fascinating modern history
of the Yijing, Fathoming the Cosmos and Ordering the World attests to the tenacity, flexibility, and continuing
relevance of this most remarkable Chinese classic.
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