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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is a constitutional monarchy ruled by King Abdullah II bin
Hussein. The constitution concentrates executive and legislative authority in the king. The multi-party
parliament consists of the 75-member House of Notables (Majlis al-Ayan) appointed by the king and a 150-
member elected lower house, the Chamber of Deputies (Majlis al-Nuwwab). Chamber of Deputies and municipal
elections, which international observers deemed credible, took place on January 23. Authorities generally
maintained effective control over the security forces. Security forces committed human rights abuses. The most
significant human rights problems were: citizens inability to change their government peacefully, reflected
throughout the year in demonstrations calling for various political and economic reforms; mistreatment and
allegations of torture by security and government oIicials with impunity; restrictions on freedom of expression
that limited the ability of citizens and media to criticize government policies and oIicials; and restrictions on
freedom of assembly and association, leading to the repeated arrest of protesters charged with unlawful
gathering. Other human rights problems included poor prison conditions, arbitrary arrest and denial of due
process through administrative detention, prolonged detention, and allegations of nepotism and the influence
of special interests on the judiciary. The government continued to infringe on citizens privacy rights. The
government shut down 292 news websites in June, and government interference in the media and threats of
fines and detention encouraged self-censorship. Violence against women was widespread, and abuse of
children persisted. Legal and societal discrimination and harassment remained a problem for women, religious
minorities, religious converts, and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) persons. TraIicking in
persons remained a problem. Discrimination against persons with disabilities was a problem. Legal and societal
discrimination against persons of Palestinian...
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